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Exh.  No. 


INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST  •" 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  al 

-  VS  • 

ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  al  • 


/'•'  Krixivca 

{'  0  j  (  ii  '  • 


'  i  ■  ‘ 


Sworn  Deposition 


...  ,  pi,-' 


Deponent:  OKADA,  Keisuke 


Having  first  duly  sworn  an  aath  as  on  attached  sheet  and  in 
aflcordance  with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  country  I  hereby 
depose  as  follows: 

I,  OKADA,  Keisuke,  make  oath  and  say  as  fo'^’^-'^/s: 

1,  I,  OiC/>DA,  Keisulce,  was  appointed  AIrr’.ra.L  in  lj:-yr  and  placed 

on  the  reserve  list  in  January,  1933.  I  was  appointed  Prime 
Minister  in  July,  1934,  from  which  post  I  resigned  in  M:;roh,  I936 
when  the  Cabinet  resigned  en  bloc,  I  have  since  participated  in 
meetings  of  Senior  Statesmen  as  one  of  them  in  the  capacity  of 
ex-Premler, 

S,  Following  the  resignation  of  the  Third  KONOYE  Cabinet  en  b? 

a  meeting  of  Senior  Statesmen  was  held  at  1:10  P.M.,  October  17, 
1941,  I  attended  the  meetings  from  beginning  to  end.  I  have 
carefully  read  the  record  of  the  said  meeting,  which  was  shown 
to  me,  the  original  of  which  record  is  on  file  in  the  Inner  Court 
Document  Section  Board  of  Chamberlain  which  is  being  incorporated 
in  Marquis  KIDO's  statement,  and  find  that  the  main  points  c>f  the 
statements  of  the  conferees  at  the  meetings  are  accurately  mentions 
in  the  record  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  At  the  said  meetingf 
Marquis  KIDO,  then  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  when  asked  his 
opihlon  stated  that  he  thought  War  Minister  TOJO  would  be 
Suitable  for  a  succeeding  Prime  Minister,  The  Marquis  gave  the 
reason  for  his  recommendation  of  War  Minister  TOJO  as  follows: 

First  -  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  Conferenee  of  Septemb-  • 

65  that  is,  the  decision  to  ge  to  war  should  be 
reviewed  as  it  was  made  without  eareful  eonsldera 
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„eo„d  .  as  the  result  of  fran.  talhs  v,ith  War 

U  1,  aaoertalned  that  the  General  thlnhs  It  .111  bo 
impossible  to  wage  .ar  with  «merlca  on  the  part  o 
the  Arm,  If  the  Navy  really  openly  opposes  hostlll- 

ties* 

v^v.  the  KONOYE  Cabinet » 

War  Minister  TOJO,  as  member  of  the  n 

1,  fully  acquainted  with  the  developments  of  the 
home  and  foreign  situation.  If  the  Emperor  co^and^ 
him  to  draw  the  Army  Into  closer  cooperation  wit  i 
Hav,  and  review  the  decision  of  the  Imperial  Confer¬ 
ence  of  September  6  In  ordering  him  to  form 
succeeding  Cabinet,  the  situation  will  be  able  to  be 

saved  by  him, 

,he  cblect  of  Marquis  KICO.  Lord  IL, 

in  recommending  General  TOJO  consisted  In  averti 
a,  was  clearly  discerned  from  his  statements  at 

in  view  of  the  Army's  stiff  „ar 

Uh^ect  of  I  ashed  Marquis  KIOO 

with  abated  to  the  effect  the 

*7ct  !ould  be  attained,  as  the  Navy  was  opposed  to  war. 

'  At  the  said  meeting,  Baron  WAKATSUKI  mentioned  the  name  o 
1  UGAKI  though  he  apprehended  Army  opposition  to  the  Gen^ 

Genera  ,  expressed  his  view  that  It  would  prove 

Whereupon,  General  ^ 

impossible  for  Gener  General  UGAKI  was  a  No. 

Army  opposition.  Marquis  KILO  said  that  Gen 

fAr  as  his  abilities  vrere  concernea, 

1  statesman  so  fa  ^waotes  for  a  succeedin§^ 

one  of  the  strongest  candidates  for 

rnirrister  but  expressed  fears 

difficult  for  “ery  to  tho  national  PcHeloe 

bent  on  going  on  General  UGAKI 

10  avert  war.  He  also  pointed  out  h  f  t 

felled  to  form  a  new  Cabinet  some  time  a,. 
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and  that  report  had  It  that  the  Army's  antl-UGAKI  fever  had  not  y. 
'abated,  I  felt  that  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal,  true  to 
his  responsibility,  might  well  hesitate  to  recommend  to  the 
Throne  a  statesman  who  might  probably  fail  again  in  attempts  to 
form  a  succeeding  Cabinet  and  have  to  decline  the  Imperial  offer 

again, 

I  expressed  my  view  at  the  meeting  to  the  effect  that  Genre, 
UGAKI  would  do,  if  only  it  was  all  right  with  the  Army,  it  is 
true,  but  it  was  no»  a  positive  view  that  I  recommended  General 
UGAKI.  When  Marquis  KIDO  asked  me  to  make  sure,  therefore,  I 
replied  that  I  did  not  mean  that  General  UGAKI  should  be  recommo- 
ed  by  all  means.  I  have  never  heard  from  naval  circles  or  from 
any  other  quarters  that  Marquis  KIDO,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Privy 
seal,  counselled  the  Emperor  in  ordering  General  TOJO  to  form  a 
succeeding  Cabinet  to  instruct  the  Havy  to  recommend  a  Navy 
Minister  who  would  obey  General  XOJO's  commands  to  go  to  war. 

If  ho  had  said  such  a  thing  I  would  have  heard  it. 

;  on  the  morning  of  Nov.  29,  1941  I  Attended  the  meeting  of 

’  the  senior  Statesmen,  TOJO,  and  other  members  of  the  Cabinet. 
Koither  the  Emperor  nor  Marquis  KIDO  were  present.  After  lunc  ee 
with  the  Emperor,  the  Senior  Statesmen  and  TOJO  had  a  meeting  in 
the  presence  of  the  Emperor.  TOJO  said  very  little,  the  meeting 
being  devoted  to  the  Senior  Statesmen  expressing  their  opinijs 
to  the  Emperor.  Marquis  KIDO  was  present  in  waiting  on  the 
paror,  but  said  nothing  at  the  audience.  No  decisions  were  made. 
After  that  meeting,  the  Senior  Statesmen,  TOJO,  and  other 
members  of  the  Cabinet  reconvened  the  meeting  which  had  recesse 
in  the  morning.  Neither  the  Emperor  nor  Marquis  KIDO  attende 

rerorr.the  end  of  the  TOJO  Cabinet,  I  thought  it  necessary 
■  10  have  one  who  would  identify  himself  with  restoration  of  poaoe 

by  the  termination  of  hostilities  Join  the  Cabinet  as  M 
of  state.  I  broached  my  idea  to  Baron  WAKATSUKI, 
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^  Baron  HIRANTm  and  Marquis  KIDO,  then  Lord  keeper  of  the  Privy 
Sea and  obtained  their  approval.  To  attain  this,  I  made  en¬ 
deavors  to  have  Admiral  YONAI  reinstated  in  active  service  and 
appointed  Navy  Minister  to  succeed  Admiral  SHIFIADA,  then  Navy 
Minister  and  conciirxently  Chief  of  Staff  of  the  Navy,  and  spoke 
to  many  people  to  accomplish  this  but  in  vain, 

7*  Following  chw  resignation  of  the  TOJO  Cabinet  en  bloc,  g 

meeting  of  Seriior  Statesmen  was  hf^ld  at  4*. 00  P.M,,  July  18, 
rising  at  8:45  P.M,  I  attended  the  meeting  from  beginni.ng  to  end, 

I  have  carefully  read  a  record  of  the  said  meetJng  which  v;as  show 
to  me,  Pres.  E:ch.  12??,  and  find  that  according  to  uiy  test  recolloc 
Icn  tho  main  p'>ir.ts  of  the  statements  of  the  conTerees  at  the 
meeting  are  accurately  mentioned  ir.  the  record , 

8,  At  this  meeting  a  complete  agreement  of  views  was  reached 

hy  all  the  Senior  Suaternisn  to  the  principle  that  an  /Irmy  or  Navy 
man  in  active  service  would  be  suit  a  tie  for  a  uucceecirig  Prime 
Minister  in  view  of  the  necessity  for  closer  cooperation  between 


9. 


the  Govornm.ent  and  the  High  Command  which  v/as  called  for  by  the 
fact  that  Japan  was  in  tho  mVlst  of  war.  Several  candidates  were 
discussed  under  this  prliiciple,  but  finally  it  was  agreed  that 
Marshal  TERAUCKI  be  chosen  as  first  Candida  to;  General  KdCSO  as 
second  candidate.  Marshal  HATA  as  third  candilato,  and  /dmtral 
YONAI  as  fourth  candidate.  As  the  result  of  w’lich.  General 
KOISO  and  Mmiral  YONAI  ware  commanded  by  Ine  Empower  to  form  a 
succeeding  Cabinet  Jointly,  On  that  occasion,  Adm-* -al  YON.II  was 
reinstated  in  active  service  as  an  act  of  grace  from  the  Throne 
and  appointed  Minister  of  the  Navy.  Thus  my  efforts  and  that  of 

others  were  finally  successful. 

As  the  record  of  said  meeting  shows,  Baron  WAKATSUICI  made  a 
statement  which  might  be  interpreted  as  m.eanirg  liis  reconuaciidatlon 
of  General  UGaKI  as  succeeding  Prime  Minister;  but  Geneuci  A3^ 
and  Baron  HIRANUMA  made  brief  statements  which  might  be  inesroret- 
ed  as  meaning  their  disapproval  of  his  suggestion,  and  no  other 
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conferees  supported  General  UGAKI.  Baron  v/akaTSUKI* s  proposal 
"/as  not  endorsed  by  the  meeting  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  And 
later  the  Baron  himself  stated  that  he  had  no  ob,1ectlon  to 
General  KOISO's  recommendation  as  succeeding  Prime  Minister, 

Following  the  resignation  of  the  KOISO  Cabinet  en  bloc, 
a  meeting  cf  Senior  Statesmen  was  held  at  5:00  P.M. ,  April 
1^45  to  select  a  succeeding  Prime  Minister  and  rose  at  8:00  P.M, 

I  attended  the  meeting  from  beginning  to  end.  I  have  carefully 
read  a  record  of  the  said  meeting  which  was  shovm  to  me  -  Pros, 

Ex.  1282  -  and  find  that  to  my  best  recollection  the  main  points 
of  the  stateoients  of  the  conferees  at  the  meeting  are  accurately 
mentioned  in  the  record, 

’iVhon  the  SUZUKI  Cabinet  was  formed  on  April  194-5  I  worked 
hard  and  talked  with  many  people,  I  did  ray  best  to  have  Admiral 
YOK^.I  and  ?ir.  TOGO  join  the  Cabinet  a.*?  Minister  of  the  Ilr.vy  and 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  respectively,  fer  the  purpose  of 
restoring  peaca  by  terminating  hostilities,  and  they  did  assiime 
those  posts,  ^nmetime  in  April  194-4,  Marquis  KIDO  and  I  had  an 
extremely  confidential  talk  about  termination  of  the  war.  The 
very  natm’e  of  lliis  subject  required  extreme  caution  on  our  parts. 
His  ideas  and  rr.iae  coincided  that  efforts  should  be  made  to  end 
the  hostilities  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  that  we  would  have  tc 
wait  for  an  opportune  moment  as  it  was  not  a  ii;*‘*ter  which  could 
be  forced.  I  had  previously  dlscu.-^sod  this  matter  with  lirirquls 
MATSrcAIRA  a..d  asked  him  to  transmit  i-.y  tiioughts  to  ::ax"quic  KIDO. 

I  had  many  talks  with  Marquis  i:il)0  there-afte:  about  early  tevinin?  - 
tion  of  the  v:ar.  His  efforts  in  this  direction  have  been  recorded 
elsewhere,  so  I  shall  not  repeat  them  here  except  to  congratulate 
him  for  the  success  of  his  heroic  services. 
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On  this  ^2nd  dcy  of  F2i!.rvs.r;il»  194-7 

At  Waknbnyashl  105.  Sctogavolfu.._TQkye 


Deponent:  OKADA.  Keisuke  (s'o! 

1»  FTTKT^T^A «  Kou  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement  was 
sworn  by  the  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal  thereto 
In  the  presence  of  this  witness. 

On  the  same  date 

At  spn'n  Place 


Witness: 


(signed) 


yyiWPAi  Kgti 


(seal) 


OATH 


In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing, 

(signed)  OKADA.  Kelsukq  I seal : 
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